CHAPTER   XIV
THE  POLITICS  OF  REPENTANCE
WE can now see that it is the self-delusion of moral
inertia to suppose that the drift of European society
towards the spurious community of totalitarianism
can be withstood by an affirmation of our Taith in
democracy', if we mean by it, as we almost always do,
our own peculiar form of the parliamentary system.
That is no prophylactic against disaster. Democracy
is the system by which the members of a society are
given the maximum of responsible freedom. There is
no mysterious virtue in the system itself whereby the
citizens of the society are constrained to make a wise
use of the responsible freedom which they have
attained. They have come of age, and entered into
their patrimony: the analogue of that legal and formal,
but significant transformation, democracy does indeed
secure to its citizens. But it can, of itself, do nothing
to prevent them behaving like fools and squandering
their patrimony. To say that one believes in demo-
cracy and to leave it at that, is nearly as silly as it
would be to say that one believes in people coming
of age.
It will be felt, by those at least who take a short view
of the situation, that the perversion of the productive
energies of society to the production of instruments
of destruction on a fantastic scale, which indirectly
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